The Beginning

O

n April 18, 2007, I was driving down Highway 805, northeast
of Calgary, Alberta in a snowstorm and sitting beside me in an
animal travel cage was this three week old very high content wolfdog
pup. This pup was born on March 28, 2007, one of four in the litter. I
had just picked up Tundra from the breeder and was driving back to my
place on Northern Vancouver Island. It was going to be a 24 hour drive
without stopping except to feed Tundra and clean out her travel cage.
Every 4 hours I had to bottle feed Tundra and I warmed up the formula
bottle on a camp stove set up on the truck’s tailgate.
Tundra became a very curious young pup and was bonding very
well with my wife Sally and myself, along with Meshach, our low-mid
content wolfdog. Polly, our Springer Spaniel cross just avoided this pup.
In order to bond with humans, and due to the very high wolf content
in these animals, (Tundra is 90% wolf), they need to be adopted at 3 weeks
of age. In the wild, the 15 day old pups crawl out of the den and meet the
other wolves in the pack. The bonding process begins immediately.
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Tundra – A Gift from the Creator

Tundra likes to explore, both inside the house and outside. Inside,
she liked to hide behind the toilet or in the hall closet as it was dark
and resembled her natal den.
I built a 2 foot high plywood box where she stayed when she slept.
I placed the box in the kitchen to be close to us. When Tundra was 5
weeks of age, she could stand up and put her paws on the top of the
box. That is when she learned to climb out of the box. Sally placed her
in the box and went out. I came back 30 minutes later to find Tundra
roaming around the house. I queried Sally upon her return home and
she confirmed she had placed Tundra in the box. So this 5 week old pup,
barely able to reach the top of the box, was able to pull herself up and
then jump out of the box. We then knew Tundra was going to be a very
independent wolfdog.
We lived on an Island and we had a favorite beach where we took
Meshach and Polly. They could run free exploring the beach, shoreline,
and the forest. There was a one mile long trail to get down to the beach.
Meshach was on a leash controlled by me, Polly had jumped out of the
truck and was gone to the beach. Tundra would walk behind me and
in front of Sally.
We came to a log that crossed the trail and it was 1 foot high.
Meshach and I stepped over the log and Tundra put her front paws up
on the log. Sally thought she would need to be lifted over the log, so she
placed her hand under Tundra’s rear to assist her. This 5 week old pup
turned and growled at Sally, then promptly hopped over the log without
any assistance from Sally. Tundra then ran down the trail to catch up
with Meshach and I.
About 100 metres further down the trail, we encountered another
log across the trail but this one was much higher and there was no room
2

The Beginning

to crawl under it. Tundra put her paws up on the log and immediately
turned around to Sally and whined at her. The message was, I permit
you to help me over this log.
Wolves are highly intelligent, so Tundra at 5 weeks was already
giving us an introduction into this highly intelligent animal. Life around
our place was enhanced with the exploits of Tundra. She was curious,
independent and loved to explore. People on the Island heard we had
a wolf and they wanted to see Tundra. We slowly socialized her with
humans as wolves do not want to have much human contact. They live
longer in the wild by avoiding humans.

Tundra at 5 weeks old. Tundra is smelling the flower. She grew so quickly. Wolves are 1lb. At
Birth & grow at 2-3lbs./week from 5-20 weeks. PHOTO CREDIT: GARY
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Nahanni & Mahikan as
pups. They were such
good buddies as they
grew up together.
PHOTO CREDIT: GARY

Friends commented that Tundra was beautiful and did not look
nor act like a dog. Tundra bonded very tightly with me as I was retired
and home all the time. Tundra was well behaved in the house, easy to
toilet train and was not destructive. I have heard examples of what a
wolfdog can accomplish in dismantling a house in short order. It was a
joy raising Tundra and watching her interact with Meshach.
At 3 months of age, the local Boy Scouts troop asked me to bring
Tundra to one of their meetings. Tundra was shy and wanted to hide
under the pews most of the time. At 10 months of age, Tundra and I
visited the local elementary school. The school only had 30 students and
this was our first school visit.
When we got Meshach and then Tundra, there was no plan to do
wolf education. This activity unfolded as people became more excited
and interested in seeing and learning about wolves, with Tundra being
the perfect instructor.
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